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Mulgrave Country Club

We write in response to May Monash Bulletin 
put out by the City of Monash and distributed 
to all residents and businesses within this 
municipality, which included an article 
authored by Cr Lake. 

Established almost 60 years ago, Mulgrave 
Country Club is a grass roots community 
club with over 6535 members. Our club is a 
fundamental part of the community, providing 
social, sporting and leisure infrastructure that 
keeps residents healthy, vital and connected. 
Our club is the conduit for people to socialise, 
exercise, communicate, participate and be 
involved on boards, in teams, in groups for dining, 
as volunteers and spectators. We offer squash, 
racquet ball, lawn bowls, indoors bowls and yoga 
onsite and off-site cricket, tennis and social golf. 
Even the Mayor is a current member of the Club 
and has participated in bowls play.

Our club is legally bound to provide for posterity 
and as a Club it is prohibited from distributing 
any income or assets to any individual. Our club 
is an investment in the community itself.

The Club acknowledges that gaming machines 
can cause harm to some users. In addition to 
all the statutory harm minimisation measures, 
such as RSG training, self-exclusion and voluntary 
pre-commitment, our Club takes a hands-on 
customer care based approach. Gambling is a 
legal activity and the last thing our Club wants is 
for our members and their guests to gamble in a 
way that does harm to themselves and others.

To compare a community Club like ours 
with Hotels is demonstrable of the lack of 
understanding of the author and is a deep insult 
to our Club. We believe our venue provides a far 
more protective environment than a pub venue.

Gaming machines are a lawful recreational 
activity enjoyed by many. It is demeaning for 
those opposed to gaming machines to judge 
those who enjoy playing them.

Around 35% of our revenue - being $3,616,730 
per annum is returned to the State and Local 
Governments in the form of taxes and rates, 
which is then directed to schools, hospitals and 
other vital infrastructure. The Club spends around 
$4,400,000 per annum on wages and operating 
expenses, including using local suppliers who 
serve our club. These are real wages and dollars 
in the pockets of local families.

Anything that is left is returned to the community. 

Mulgrave Country Club’s 2019 audited accounts 
show the club:

•	made cash donations to sporting clubs, 
schools and charities of $299,277

•	returned over $330,000 to members through 
benefits, cash draws and other incentives;

•	paid $3,616,730 in gaming tax to the State of 
Victoria – invested in schools and hospitals;

•	paid $326,249 in rates, local taxes, utilities and 
insurance.

Our great club provides so much to the Monash 
community. As well as the cash contributions 
above, we provide subsidised or free access to 
our facilities and thousands of dollars in bistro 
vouchers each year to many fundraising groups. 

Over the past 10 years Mulgrave Country Club 
has handed out $1,828,706 is cash sponsorships 
and donations.

Furthermore, it must be noted that although Cr 
Lake is concerned that our board is made up 
entirely of “old white men” it must be emphasised 
that composition of the board is a decision of 
the membership at large. For these men have 
been voted in by the membership. They should 
be applauded for putting up their hand and 
giving up of their time so freely. The assertions 
on the Board of Directors and the Mulgrave 
Country Club leadership structure does not take 
into account the three women who are all in 
executive leadership positions which includes the 
long serving General Manager.

We are immensely proud of our role as a vital 
hub within our local community. We are a not-for-
profit enterprise and operate gaming machines 
to support our reason for being as a sporting, 
charitable, social and community-based club. 
Gaming is always secondary to what we as a 
community club offers our members and wider 
community.


